Mammoth Mountain, Tamarack Cross Country Ski Center , The USFS, The Town of Mammoth Lakes, The Mammoth Police Department, Mammoth Nordic, and the Eastern Sierra Nordic Ski Association are proud to present the 3rd Annual Mammoth Winter Biathlon March 28, 2010.  Winter biathlon,as recently seen in the Vancouver 2010 Olympics,  combines the sports of cross country ski racing and rifle shooting.  This year”s event should prove to be better than ever. No prior biathlon or shooting experience is needed however basic XC ski skills are required for the event.  Biathlon specific .22 rifles, ammunition and targets are provided. 

If you have not heard the good news, Mammoth Mountain has taken over sponsorship of the Biathlon!   Please check the Mammoth Mountain website or the Eastern Sierra Nordic Ski Association (esnsa.org) website for race application and details.  Both the race and clinic will occur at Tamarack XC Ski Center beginning at the Pack Station and featuring the Lake Mary and Pine City/ Lucky Strike loops.  The biathlon is open for ages 8 to 99, spectators are welcome.  The Biathlon will serve as the opening event for the first annual “Mammoth Nordic Festival Week.” In addition to the Biathlon race and clinics, major events the week of March 27 thru April 4 will include Mammoth Nordic dinner at Pokonobe lodge and the Mammoth ½ and Full Skate Marathons.  Please see further details at the Mammoth Mountain website. 

This years race will feature a biathlon shooting clinic offered the day before the race (Saturday,March 27) with live firing instruction.  Two live shooting/ biathlon tactical clinics will be offered on Saturday.  The clinics will be taught by world class level biathletes including Glen Jobe and Tom Mcelroy both of whom are 1980 biathlete Olympians, Marc Sheppard, Team USA biathlete and owner of Altius Handcrafted Biathlon Firearms from West Yellowstone, MT, Katja and Petra Ivanova, World Cup biathletes representing the country of Belraus, and Phil Violet, NCAA XC ski champion. 

Registration for the event and another (dry firing) clinic will be offered Saturday evening at the Mammoth Ski Museum with additional informal small group instruction by the above instructors.  Wine, beer and pizza will be offered at the museum beginning at 17:30.  Bib pickup will occur at this location as well.  The last chance to register for the race will occur at 0815 the following morning (Sunday) at Tamarack Lodge.   

The race will begin Sunday am at 0900 with multiple waves of racers including a featured elite wave beginning at 0900 with the above clinic instructor athletes.  Beginners are encouraged to race rather than watch. Beginner, intermediate and advanced race courses are offered.  Public transportation will occur from the Mammoth Middle School to Tamarack beginning at 0730am and back again at 13:30 as parking is restricted at Tamarack.  As always, both personal and environmental safety will be emphasized.  The shooting range will be supervised by both the Mammoth Lakes Police Department and the United States Forest Service.

Immediately following the conclusion of the race, an award ceremony with medals (Gold, Silver, and Bronze) in each sanctioned age category will take place on the deck of Pokonobe Lodge situated in the Upper Lakes Region.  If you have not visited this location, you are in for a unique moment.  The lodge features commanding views of the high sierra crest with awe inspiring Lake Mary in the foreground.  Gourmet chefs Marci Satterfield of Wilderness Catering and Jo Vroman will serve hot homemade soup and bread in large cauldrons in addition to Norwegian pancakes and traditional Scandanavian Blabarssoppa Vasaloppssoppan (Blueberry soup of the long ski race).    

Immediately following lunch, we will, as a group, take down the Biathlon course (community barn-raising style) to end the day with some good old fashioned hard work!    

Stop watching this on the Olympics and just do it. I know you will have a great time learning this fantastic sport!

Ski Fast, Shoot Straight. 

Michael M. Karch, M.D. 

Race Director 

Mammoth Winter Biathlon

